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Child Sex Abuse SOLs Have Been Too Short

• Originally, general personal injury statues were between 1-2 years from the date of 
the abuse

• Then they were 1-6 years from the age of majority

• Due to trauma effects and memory issues, victims could not come forward

• Courts and states responded by adopting rules to expand and toll SOL

o The first state to pass a revival window for civil actions was CA in 2003
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• Permanent Revival: Claims can be brought in 
perpetuity.

• Revival Window: Claims can be brought for a 
certain number of years post-enactment.

• Revival up to an age limit: Claims can be 
brought until a survivor reaches a specific age.

For Victims from the Past
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Revival Laws: Laws that revive previously 
expired civil claims, regardless of the reason for 
the delay.
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Poll Question 1
What % of child sexual abuse survivors never 
disclose abuse?
• 10%

• 30%

• More than 30%

• Not sure/data incomplete



• SOL Extension or Elimination Laws: Laws that change the SOL to give 
survivors more time to file claims for abuse-related injuries

• Extension laws lengthen the SOL so that it expires 
later

• Elimination laws completely remove the SOL so 
that there is no limit to file a claim regardless of the 
reason for the delay

For Victims Whose Abuse Is More Recent
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Poll Question 2
I am familiar with the criminal AND civil Statute of 
Limitations for child sexual abuse in my state.

• Yes
• No
• Not sure



• From  2002 to 2016:
o Criminal SOL Reform= 116 laws
o Civil SOL Reform= 54 laws (total inclusive of civil elimination, extension, and revival)
o Civil Windows/Revivals= 11 laws 

• From  2016 to the present
o Criminal SOL Reform= 75 laws
o Civil SOL Reform= 62 laws (total inclusive of civil elimination, extension and revival)
o Civil Windows/Revivals= 30 laws 
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The Impact of SOL Reform
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• SOL Reform Bills Introduced (31 States & Federal)
⚬ 15  to eliminate criminal; 8 to extend criminal;
⚬ 19 to eliminate civil;  to extend civil; and civil 

window/revival

Overview of 2024 SOL Reform Bills
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Q & A
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Visit our website for the most up-to-date 

information on the movement for children’s 

rights, including SOL reform, vaccine 

avoidance, and educational neglect, and the 

Hamilton Library on child sex abuse.

For more information: info@childusa.org

www.childusa.org

2024 
Tracker

Hamilton 
Library
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